CAMMA  AND  DESDEMONA
she plays is amazing. That this is no easy task, anybody who has ventured to appear at a fancy dress ball in costume will at once admit.
It may be doubted whether Irving ever proved his sagacity as a manager more conclusively than when he invited the greatest of American actors, Edwin Booth, to perform with him at the Lyceum in " Othello/' This admirable piece of diplomacy has generally been counted to Irving for magnanimity : it seems to me that it was quite as creditable to the qualities of his head as to those of his heart. It certainly showed the confidence which he had in his own powers that he should venture to persuade his only rival amongst English-speaking actors to measure his strength with him in the very difficult parts of Othello and lago. The result amply justified a step which supplied Irving with an almost irresistible and perfectly honourable passport to the esteem of the American people. The first performance of " Othello " in which Booth 159